Trellech Primary School
Wishing you a Safe and Peaceful New Year…

Newsletter
Week Ending—Friday 15th January 2021

As the New Year begins, it is not the start to 2021 that we had
hoped for. We always knew it would start on a bumpy road, but

Enterprise Projects

following the letter from the Minister for Education last Friday we

Well done to all our pupils who completed their Enterprise Projects
before the end of last term. We are delighted to share that the profit
made in each class was:

are sadly not going to welcome you all back until February at the
earliest. The decision-making on schools now comes into line with
the Welsh Government’s three-week review timetable of 29

Year 1- £170

January. This means that learners will continue to learn remotely

Year2- £151

and vulnerable children and children of critical workers will have

Year 3- £142.50

access to on-site provision, until then. Those children requiring a
place in the hub should have a pre-booked the session to ensure a
safe number within this bubble. All children attending Hub on a

Year 4- £82
Year 5- £209

Tuesday will attend Forest School. Please wear appropriate

Year 6- £101

clothing and footwear.

We look forward to hearing how the profit has been invested in each
class. Thankyou for supporting each class and purchasing their products.
Gwent Music

On behalf of all of the staff, please can I say a huge thank you to
our families for your engagement with our home learning this
week. The majority of our pupils have submitted work or are in
regular contact with their class teachers remotely.
As we are now certain remote learning will take place for at least
another three weeks, it is vital your child is completing tasks set by
their teachers. In contrast to the last period of school closure, we
are continuing to advance learning, rather than consolidate prior
learning.
If you are experiencing any difficulties with accessing information,
completing tasks or uploading work as required, please contact the
class teacher/ school and we will support you. Similarly, if you do
not have access to a device to support online learning, please can
you let us know. May I also take this opportunity to thank the
wonderful staff at Trellech who have once again risen to mammoth
task of providing learning digitally, amending plans to ensure they
are accessible to learners at home, recording lessons and providing
feedback as well as supporting the learners in our School Hub.
Please stay in touch and let us know if we can support you during
this time. We appreciate that many of you are working from home
as well delivering home learning. Take care of yourselves and stay
safe.
Seeds for All
Our hub children have begun to plant our tree seeds in our planter.
We hope to have great success in providing saplings for the local
area very soon.

Following the announcement from the Welsh Government Education
Minister, that schools will adopt an online only approach for the
majority of students, your instrumental lessons through Gwent Music
will move to online video lessons for the next two weeks, or until
schools reopen for face to face lessons.
Your child’s tutor will be in touch shortly to set these lesson. If you
wish to refresh your memory on how they will be delivered, the full
guidance can be read at: https://www.gwentmusic.co.uk/terms/. If
for any reason you do not wish to access lessons online, then please
let Gwent Music know as soon as possible so they can suspend the
lessons until normal service can resume. Any missed lessons will be
credited to your account or made up by the end of the academic
year. They will refund any over-payment on request.
BBC Schools
Please see below the timetable for BBC Schools programmes available
via CBBC each day to supplement your child’s Blended Learning.

Class Communication
Reception:

We have had a very busy couple of weeks, so thank you for all your hard work. Our topic this term is Paws, Claws and Whiskers which
you all seem to be very excited about. I asked you to think of an animal you would like to be and I was surprised by the variation of
animals. Keep up the hard work with phonics and daily spelling.
We have been basing our literacy around The Ugly Five by Julia Donaldson. We really loved the animal that you chose to describe and
label their main features.
There are quite a few of you who seem to be enjoying the yoga / mindfulness sessions, so keep that up and encourage your family to
join in. All of you are doing incredibly well and doing your very best, so thank you again.
Year One:
Year One have had a super start to the Spring Term despite not being on site. We have learnt how different countries celebrate New
Year and thought about our Resolutions. Our topic this term is ‘ Our Wonderful World’. We have been looking at our local area
presenting reports and creating leaflets—what super villages we live in! We are taking part in the RSPB Big Garden Birdwatch, Year
One have created some delicious bird feeders, developed hides’ so they can observe the birds in their gardens. The Daily Mile and
Yoga continues to be an important part of our day– with the whole family getting involved. Well done to you all, you are working so
hard– thank you. Keep safe
Year Two:

Year 2 have been creating some lovely work at home, I've been very impressed with. We have started looking at our new topic "The
World around Us" and have thought of some amazing ideas on what we can research and investigate. We had a debate on should
fireworks be allowed and had some fantastic videos debating whether we should allow them. Our overall view was we should only
have them at public displays and apart from that fireworks should be banned.
Year Three:
To Year Three– I just want to say thank you to pupils and parents for all their hard work and support during all of this.
Year Four:
Year 4 you have made a fantastic start to our blended learning for 2021! We have had a jam packed start with lots of activities and
are now about to embark on an adventure into the Stone Age. For science we experimented with blowing bubbles, altering the
solution to see how many bubbles we could blow inside each other, the results were incredible! In Welsh we have been learning to
tell the time with o'clock, half past, quarter to and quarter past. Our expressive arts was to follow a tutorial on how to draw in the
style of Charles Rennie Mackintosh and the results were stunning. We have also had a lot of fun creating goblins in literacy in
readiness for a big write, inventing them, describing their characters and planning a story involving a portal. Bendigedig Year 4.
Year Five:
An excellent start to 2021 for Year 5, who have adapted to our blended learning brilliantly! There was lots of fun carrying out some
'kitchen science' experiments, and I really enjoyed watching the videos of them! They completed some fantastic wintery-themed
creative writing using amazing descriptive vocabulary, and have really impressed me with their work recapping the four operations in
Maths. I look forward to seeing more of this amazing learning as we get into our new topic based on the Stone Age. Bendigedig Year
5, and keep it up!
Year Six:

We are at the end of our first two weeks of home learning and I would just like to say I am so impressed with your learning Year
6. During our first week we focussed on Winter, writing Winter poems, drawing Winter trees and setting goals for the coming
year. This week we started our new topic, Stone Age to Iron Age including our new novel; Stig of the Dump. I know a lot of you are
really looking forward to completing for this topic and have been thinking of lots of fun, interesting activities we can complete. I can't
wait to see your learning.

Please find below a letter that you should have received this week via email from Mrs Christofi:
We wanted to update you on how we intend to stay in contact with families and to offer as much support as possible
during this extend lockdown.
Firstly however, a huge thank you to all of you who are sending regular messages through to the staff and also for the
support. It is very much appreciated. These are difficult times for all and staff are working incredibly hard to plan and
record lessons, respond to emails and messages, mark work and feedback, as well as managing their own home
commitments.
Communication Channels
Teachers will maintain contact with children daily through J2Easy and Google classrooms, both to answer
queries regarding the Blended Learning tasks set and also for any wellbeing support.
Weekly whole class TEAMS Check in/catch up sessions - please see the timetable below
Teachers will in school and available for phone consultations on specific days – please see timetable. If you would
prefer to speak directly to your child’s class teacher, then please do not hesitate to call on the days they are in
school. You can arrange a specific time to speak by messaging or emailing, or ring in and if not free at that point, the
teacher will call back as soon as possible. This will replace weekly calls as often the time of the call was not convenient
and therefore not taken.
We want to reassure parents that not all work has to be uploaded. You can message the class teacher to let them know
work has been completed at home, on paper and that is perfectly acceptable, as long as we know.
Where staff have concerns about non-engagement and/ or pupil/family wellbeing, we will call home directly to speak
to you to offer additional support. This will be as often as required. Again, if in needed, please call or message to ask
for help.
Children will receive relevant and helpful feedback after each piece of work is handed in, this may not be
immediately, however each class teacher will endeavour to respond to work/emails as soon as possible.
Weekly TEAMS Q & A sessions. This will be for parents and children to speak directly to the class teacher if they are
having problems with their learning or even just to say hello. We appreciate that the whole class Check-In Session can
be overwhelming for some children and that a 5-minute quiet chat is more appropriate. These sessions are for
wellbeing or learning questions only. Any specific issues need to go directly to the Headteacher via the normal
channels. It may be that you will need to wait to be admitted if the class teacher is speaking to someone else. If that is
the case, you may want to leave the session and try again in 10 minutes. You will need to join using your
child’s hwb account.
Academic Year 2020/ 2021
Fri 12th Feb– INSET DAY: School Closed to Pupils (TBC)
Fri 12th Feb– End of Spring Term 1
Mon 15th Feb– Half Term
Mon 22nd Feb– Spring Term 2 Commences
Fri 26th March– End of Spring Term
Mon 12th April– Summer Term Commences
Fri 28th May– INSET DAY: School Closed to Pupils
Fri 28th May– End of Summer Term 1
Mon 31st May– Half Term
Mon 7th June– Summer Term 2 Commences
Mon 19th July– Last Day for Pupils
Tues 20th July– INSET For Staff
Weds 21st July– Summer Break Commences

PTFA Update
Thankyou for your continued support during these strange times. The Christmas raffle helped
raise a tremendous £1200 (excluding gift aid which is TBC). We look forward to further events
in the forthcoming year.

